
FAQs about the BA Spanish Program 

How does the placement policy work? What course should I start in? 

Your placement is usually determined by reviewing your previous Spanish coursework on your 

transcript, which is evaluated by your advisor and then the Program Director if needed. You 

also have the option of taking a challenge exam to determine your appropriate level. Please let 

your NU advisor know if you are interested in taking one of these. In certain situations we can 

also evaluate on an individual basis your previous exposure to the language. The highest level 

that students typically begin at is SPN 300 even if they are fluent in the language. 

Are all courses offered online? 

Yes, all courses are taught online. You can choose to take the prerequisite courses SPN 100 and 

101 onsite, but these are also available online. 

How often are the courses offered? What order should I take them in? 

The prerequisite courses are offered frequently throughout the year, especially SPN 100 and 

101. The upper division program courses (starting with SPN 300) are currently offered once a 

year in a string that starts in May. You can skip around, but the best learning experience will be 

had if you take the courses in order. We highly recommend starting with SPN 300 and 301 since 

they provide important composition writing practice and a grammar review, and the capstone 

course SPN 499 should be the last class that you take. There is more information about the 

specific program requirements and course offerings in the NU catalog: 

https://www.nu.edu/OurPrograms/CollegeOfLettersAndSciences/ArtsAndHumanities/Program

s/Bachelor-Arts-Spanish.html 

How can I learn the oral part of a language online? 

We offer weekly live sessions for to practice with your instructor and classmates. Most 

instructors are also available for extra conversational practice by phone anytime. We encourage 

our students to look for additional opportunities to speak the language in their daily lives and to 

consume as much media as possible in Spanish. In addition, if you are located in San Diego or 

Los Angeles there is the option to take the SPN 100 and 101 prerequisites in person. 

What can I expect to learn? 

The Spanish BA program provides students with the opportunity to greatly improve their 

fluency and professional communication skills in Spanish. They will also learn about the diverse 

cultures and history of Latin America and Spain and analyze literature, film and art from those 

regions. 
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What job opportunities are available for those students who complete a BA in 

Spanish?  

Those with a BA in Spanish can use their training to go on to careers in government, military, 

business, or education. There is a need for bilingual professionals with deep cultural knowledge 

in many fields. 

Is it possible to receive a single subject teaching credential with my BA Spanish 

degree? 

If you are interested in teaching Spanish in the public schools, we offer the Bachelor of Arts in 

Spanish with a Preliminary Single Subject Teaching Credential or an Optional Inspired Teaching 

and Learning Preliminary Single Subject Credential (both are California credentials). See the 

National University Catalog for more information about this: 

https://www.nu.edu/OurPrograms/CollegeOfLettersAndSciences/ArtsAndHumanities/Program

s/BASpanishwithPreliminarySingleSubjectCredential.html 
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